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Prom News Dispatches 

President Nixon last night 
firmly denied he was involved 
in any way in the Watergate 
scandal but acknowledged 
that some of his overzealous 
subordinates took part in at- 
tempts to cover it up and in 
other election-year abuses in 
1972. 

In his long-awaited defense 
of suggestions he was impli- 
cated in the bugging and 
break-in at Democratic Party 
national headquarters, the 
President pledged, he would 
improve the political atmos- 
phere so that such abuses 
would never occur again. 

The President in a tele- 
vised speech did not name 
officials involved in the cov- 
er-up of the Watergate af- 
fair, and he did not give a 
point-by-point reply to the 
weeks of testimony taken by 
the Senate Watergate Com- 
mittee, which adjourned its 
hearings Aug. 7. 

He repeated a statement 
he made on May 22 that “I 
had no prior knowledge of 
the Watergate operation; I 
neither took part in it nor 



knew about any of the subse- 
quent cover-up activities; I 
neither authorized nor en- 
couraged subordinates to en- 
gage in illegal or improper 
campaign activities. 

“That was and is the sim- 
ple truth,” he declared last 
night. 

Mr. Nixon said that in ail 
the millions of words taken 
by the Senate committee, 
“there is not the slightest 
suggestion that I had any 
knowledge of the planning 
for the Watergate break-in.” 

And referring to ousted 
White House counsel John 
W. Dean III, though not by 
name, he said: “As for the 
cover-up, my statement has 
been challenged by only one 
of the 35 witnesses who ap- 
peared — a witness who of- 
fered no evidence beyond 
his own impressions, and 
whose testimony has been 
contradicted by every other 
.witness in a position to know 
the facts.” 

Mr. Nixon appealed to 
Americans to put Watergate 
behind them and let him get 
on with the numerous and 



serious problems at home 
and abroad that demand his 
attention. 

“We have reached a point 
at which a continued, back- 
ward-looking obsession with 
Watergate is causing this na- 
tion to neglect matters of far 
greater importance, to all. of 
the American people,” he 
said. 

The President made no 
mention of several import- 
ant questions raised during 
the Senate committee’s 
hearings. 

Among them were how 
key aides could be allegedly 
involved in the bugging and 
subsequent cover-up with- 
out his knowledge; *a claim 
by L. Patrick Gray, former 
acting FBI director, that he 
warned Mr. Nixon that mem- 
bers of his staff were trying 
to mortally wound him; his 
decision to let H. R. (Bob) 
Haldeman, his former chief 
of staff, listen to two tape 
recordings of conversations 
in 

he has denied to theSenate 
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committee and Archibald 
Cox, the special Watergate 
prosecutor. 

The President, in a low- 
key speech which did not go 
into specifics, said he ac- 
cepted full responsibility for 
the presidential election- 
year abuses committed by 
members of his administra- 
tion and he regretted that 
such events took place. 

“However, it is my const!- . 
tutional responsibility to de- 
fend . the integrity of this 
great office against false, 
charges,” he said. 

Mr. Nixon’s televised 
evening speech from the 
White House Oval Office, 
the most important in his 
tempestuous, 27-year politi- 
cal career, was accompanied 
by a written statement pre- 
pared by the President’s 
lawyers rebutting allega- 
tions of White House wrong- 
doings heard by the Senate 
Watergate committee in 37 
days of televised hearings. 

It was the President’s 
fifth major statement on 
Watergate since last Aug. 2S 
and the first since he issued 
a 4,000-word paper May 22. 
five days after the Senate 
hearings began. 

The President has consis- 
tently denied any advance 
knowledge of the plot , to 
bug the Democratic head- 
qurters at the Watergate 
complex June 17, 1972, and 
said he knew, nothing of the 
subsequent high-level cover- 
up until late March. He has 
acknowledged acting to re- 
strict the FBI’s initial Water- 
gate investigation on the 
ground it might have uncov- 
ered national security se- 
crets. 

The White House said Mr. 
Nixon will hold a news Con- 
ference — his first since 
March 15 — some time during 
his vacation stay in San 
Clemente, Calif. The Presi- 
dent leaves Washington next 
week and is expected to stay 
in California through Labor 
Day. 

In advance of the Presi- 
dent’s address, the Gallup 
Poll reported that in the 
first week of August, only 
31 per cent of Americans ap- 



proved the way Mr. mxon is 
handling his job— down 

from 68 per cent only last 
January and the lowest pop- 
ularity rating for any Amer- 
ican President in more than 
20 years. 

The 31 per cent rating 
matched that of President 
Harry _S. Truman in Janu- / 
ary, 1953, his last month in 
office, and was lower even 
than the 35 per cent score 
received by President Lyn- 
don B. Johnson in August, 
1968, during his worst days 



in the national furor over 
Vietnam. 

In addition, a poll con- 
ducted fay Oliver Quayle for 
the National Broadcasting 
Co. and reported Tuesday 
night indicated that if the 
1972 election were repeated 
today. Sen. George McGov- 
ern (D-S.D.), who lost to 
Mr. Nixon in a landslide, 
might beat the President. 

During his nationwide 
survey conducted the last 
week in July and the first 
week in August, Quayle 
said, 49 per cent of those 
polled said they would vote 
for Mr. Nixon if another 
election were held “right 
now,” and 51. per. cent said 
they would vote for Sen. 
McGovern. 

Gallup, whose survey was 
conducted Aug. 3-6, said in- 
flation, Watergate and the 
bombing in Cambodia were 
“key factors” in Mr. Nixon’s 
dramatic loss of public sup- 
port. 

The President spent most 
of the past two weeks iso- 
lated at Camp David, his 
mountaintop retreat, work- 
ing with speech writers, le- 
gal counselors and other 
staff aides in preparing his 
speech about the scandal 
that has caused widespread 
resignations, shattered his 
White House staff and led 



I 



to a constitutional confron- 
tation between him and the 
Senate and federal investi- 
gators Who are suing for ac- 
cess. to White House papers, 
and tapes they believe con- 
tain crucial , evidence about 
who is telling the truth. 

The Wednesday night 
speech was widely consi- 
dered Mr. Nixon’s most cru 7 
eial politically since hii? 
famed “Checkers” speech 
during the 1952 presidential 
campaign. After accusing 
Democrats of corruption in 
government, Mr. Nixon went 
on television to deny any 
impropriety in using an '$18,- 
000 fund provided him by 
California supporters with 
business interests. 

The emotional speech was 
credited with keeping Mr 
Nixon on the Republican 
ticket that year as Dwight 
D. Eisenhower’s vice presi- 
dential running mate* and 
both later won election over 
the Democratic team of Ad- 
lai E. Stevenson and John J. 
Sparkman. 

In recent weeks, without 
speaking to specific allega- 
tions in the Watergate af- 
fair, Mr. Nixon has made it 
clear he did not intend to 
“wallow in Watergate” but 
was determined to finish the 
remaining three years of Ills 
second term. 




